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WFOT is an organisation of regional and national occupational 
therapy associations.

As a worldwide body we represent the occupational therapy 
profession internationally in its role of improving world health 

and wellbeing.

We have long history of professional collaboration.
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• Since its inception, WFOT has advocated for human 
rights; including protection of access to health 
systems.

• WFOT condemns all actions or circumstances that 
infringe on the rights of people and communities to 
live purposeful and engaged lives.

• Occupational therapists are concerned with human 
rights in pursuing occupational justice for all.

• Occupational therapists around the world are 
obliged to promote occupational rights as the 
actualisation of human rights
www.wfot.org/resources
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Promoting Occupational Justice 
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Argentina 
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Austria 
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Dominican 
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Haiti

Hong Kong

Iceland

India
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Iran

Ireland 

Israel 
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Japan 

Jordan 

Kenya 

Republic of 
Korea

Kosovo

Latvia

Lebanon

Lithuania

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia 

Malta

Mauritius 

Mexico

Morocco

Namibia

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Pakistan

Palestine

Panama

Peru

Philippines 

Portugal 

Romania

Russia

Rwanda
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Singapore

Slovenia

South Africa

Spain

Sri Lanka
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Taiwan 

Tanzania 

Thailand 

Trinidad & 
Tobago

Turkey
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Ukraine

United 
Kingdom 

United States 
of America 

Venezuela 

Zambia

Zimbabwe 

Armenia

Bahamas

Bermuda

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Botswana

Croatia 

Faroe 
Islands

Guyana

Jamaica

Kazakhstan
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Luxembourg
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81 Full Members
Approved constitution + Education Programme

19 Associate Members
Approved constitution

7 Regional Groups
Arab, Caribbean, Asia-Pacific, 
Europe, Latin America, Africa, 
Kuwait
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Number of practicing occupational therapists

Collated 2021 © WFOT 2022
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Number of occupational therapists per 10,000 head of population

Collated 2021 © WFOT 2022



Collated 2021 © WFOT 2022
n = 75 (76%)
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Number of WFOT Approved Education Programmes
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Occupational therapists
worldwide

137%

WFOT Approved Education 
Programmes    

83%

Students on WFOT approved 
programmes

58%

Occupational therapy 
assistants 22%

Growth of the profession worldwide 2006 - 2022



Collaborations

World 
Health 

Organization

Examples of who we collaborate with:
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WFOT WHO Collaboration Plan 2023 - 2025
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Rehabilitation 2030, Competency 
Framework, Interventions, WHO 
Emergency preparedness toolkit  

DISABILITY & REHABILITATION     

Human Rights, Mental Health Action Plan, 
WHO/UNICEF Ensuring Quality in 
Psychological Support (EQUIP) resource

     

MENTAL HEALTH

Global Cooperation on Assistive
Technology (GATE), Global Report on 
Assistive Technology, Wheelchair
Standards     

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

Demographics, capacity, sustainability, 
migration, retention, National Health 
Workforce Accounts, WHO Global status 
report on rehabilitation workforce 

HUMAN RESOURCES

Falls, Long Term Conditions, Age 
Friendly Communities

     

AGEING & LIFECOURSE     

International Classification of Function 
(ICF), Diseases (ICD), Health 
Interventions (ICHI)    

CLASSIFICATIONS     
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Global Initiatives and Drivers
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Be Effective

https://www.wfot.org/resources



Working Together
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Time to Celebrate
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Lead by Example

Slovenian Association of Occupational Therapists 

• Full Member Organisation of WFOT.
• International partnerships & collaboration, access to WHO.

• Entitled to approve education programmes for WFOT Approval

• Focal point for the profession in country – the voice of the profession.

• Acts on behalf of the profession.

• Advocates for services, positions, health for all.

• Sets professional codes of conduct and standards of practice.

• Provides leadership.

World Federation of Occupational Therapists  |  www.wfot.org  |

Zbornica delovnih terapevtov Slovenije – Strokovno združenje



Domain

What we care 
about

Practice

what we do 
together 
about it

Community

who cares 
about it

World Federation of Occupational Therapists  |  www.wfot.org |

Communities of Practice

Organised groups of people who have a 
common interest in a specific technical 
or business domain. 

They collaborate regularly to share 
information, improve their skills, and 
actively work on advancing the general 
knowledge of the domain.

A culture built on professional 
networking, personal relationships, 
shared knowledge, and common skills.

(Wegner, 1999)
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OT4OT
Leadership Forum

@AbleOTUK
@SexgenO
@ISWPorg

Examples of 
Communities 

of Practice



Communities of Practice

✓ Diverse

✓ Inclusive

✓ Equitable

World Federation of Occupational Therapists  |  www.wfot.org |



Advocating for Occupational Therapy

To ensure we meet the needs of the populations we serve we need to:

✓ Understand the local & national context;

✓ Be responsive to change; 

✓ Understand the rehabilitation needs & strategy for Slovenia;

✓ Understand the priority areas;

✓ Be strategic – where can occupational therapy make the most impact.

✓ Advocate for access to occupational therapy to facilitate full participation & 
inclusion of people in society as a human right.

✓ Be united; 

✓ Have a shared vision of what the future holds so we can adapt and change.

World Federation of Occupational Therapists  |  www.wfot.org  |



My 
Reflections
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• Members are the backbone of an 
association, without them an 
association cannot exist.

• There needs to be a reason why 
members join (and stay).

• Members need to feel valued and 
listened to.

• Members have a duty to participate.
• Local, national & international are all 

vital & interconnected.
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International 

- WFOT

Regional 

- COTEC

National 

- ZDTS

occupational 
therapist

Unity through 
Community
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#WorldOTDay
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Final Thoughts – thinking forward 
- the most reliable way to predict 
the future is to create it…
✓Be strategic
✓Learn together 
✓Listen to & respect each other
✓Share & develop best practices together
✓Conduct & publish research
✓Support & work together
✓Grow in strength together

Thereby promoting a more open and just society enabling justice and participation for all
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